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Sir: 

In accordance with the requirements of 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.96-1.97 and MPEP § 
609, applicants, through their attorneys, hereby bring to the attention of the Examiner the 
references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. A copy of the references are enclosed for the 
convenience of the Examiner. 

The enclosed references were cited in the International Search Report on 
applicant's international patent applications and applicants' co-pending U.S. Patent Appln. S.N. 
09/131,313 filed August 7, 1998, and are believed relevant for at least that reason. Copies of the 
International Search Reports are also enclosed. 

The above information is presented so that the Patent and Trademark Office may, 
in the first instance, determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. See 37 C.F.R. 
1.104(a) and 1.106(b) concerning the PTO duty to consider and use any such information. It is 



Serial No. 09/582,310 w 
Art Unit: 2763 

Attorney's Docket No. ITR0002-US 
respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecuffen o: 
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